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Nichol , p l e a se .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Nr. President, members of the Legislature,
just briefly, I oppose the advancement of this bill. As the
items outlined by Senator Hefner certainly are worth
listening to and those situations are working well inasmuch
as schools throughout the state appoint, rather elect the
officials that run them. Occasionally t here a p p e ar s a
person on the board that you may not l i k e . You ha v e a
perfect right next time up to throw him or her off the board
and put on people that you want. Any Governor of this
state, and I'm not thinking that the present Governor would
d o so b e c ause he wi l l not be a l l ow e d t o do so , b ut an y
Governor of this state could stack the Board of Regents just
as an y o t he r boa r d t h a t he elects, that he selects the
members to can be stacked. I t h i n k t h e si t u at i o n i s w o r k in g
well. I don't hear complaints across the state that we need
to change. I have not heard one person in my a rea t a l k t o
me to say we need to change this situation, it's so bad that
the Board of R e gents a re s o b a d as elected by the people in
the state that we need to change, thinking that pe r haps we
would get better people on the B oard o f Reg e nt s t h a n we
select to put on there. S econdly , I t h i nk i t ' s i mp o r t a n t
that we have a cross section of the people in the state
rather than the Governor who can appoint them as he chooses
and I j ust t h i nk t hi s i s not the time to put it on the
ballot again. The people are well satisfied, not my
opinion, but because of some studies in the past that say
perhaps w e sho u l d do so . Have a l o o k at t h e 1984
Commission. Where did that commission come from? It was
appointed by the Governor. Well, does the Governor appoint
people that are contrary to his philosophy? Of course not .
Any Governor who ha s any brains would appoint people to
committees that he has somewhat akin to their philosophy and
people who think along the same lines that the Governor.
He'd b e c r as y and he w o u l dn ' t b e Governor if he did
otherwise. Occasionally perhaps he might choose the other
party or people who might have a difference of opinion or
philosophy, but by and large that G overnor i s goi n g to
appoint people who think as he or she does and I just think
that this is not the time, I don't think i t ' s n ecessary, I
don't t h i . .k there is a groundswell across the State of
Nebraska t o chan g e t hi s situation. So I oppose the

S ENATOR BARRETT: Sena t o r DeCamp, p lease, followed by

advancement of the bill.
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